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Getting a Sense of Style

e Style vs. Type and Era
— |talianate is to Sidehall like Camry is to Sedan
— Queen Anne or Three-decker? Yes, can be both.
— “Victorian” is a period (1837-1901), not a style
* Style guides
— A Field Guide to American Houses by McAlester

— What Style is It? A Guide to American Architecture by
Poppeliers, Chambers, and Schwartz

— Architectural Style Guide by Historic New England
http://www.historicnewengland.org/preservation/you
r-older-or-historic-home/architectural-style-guide



Georgian (1725-1780)
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Federal / Adam (1780-1820)
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Greek Revival (1825-1860)
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Greek Revival
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Gothic Revival (1840-1880)

yiamond-shaped window
Eared label moulding

Bracketed bay window g
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Gothic Revival




Italianate(1840-1880)
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Italianate




Second Empire / Mansard (1855-1785)

1. Corner board

2. Water table

3. Frieze board

4. Cornice bracket

5. Band mouiding

6. Window hood

7. Drip moulding
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Second Empire / Mansard




gabled roof, usually
steeply pitched .

decorative trusses
in gables

diagonal or curving
porch-support braces _..-

all identifying
features rarely present
in combination
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Stick (1860-1890
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_ steeply pitched

cross gables
usually present

overhanging eaves,
usually with exposed
ralter ends

~ horizontal and

vertical bands (less
commonly diagonal)
raised [rom wall
surfaces for emphasis

wooden wall cladding
(boards or shingles)
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Queen Anne (1880-1915)

._;_,.M_,_a___,.._._,_-.._,.x.a_,_._.- - - =)
Llhl‘llLL“lA-lALLJAlbilAAAJALALL.JJLALALR f
¥

R ——




Queen Anne
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Shingle (1880-1900)

—ANS . waall cladding
irregular, steeply T and reofing of
pitched roof line, S, | ¥ o continuous wood
usually with cross T~ chinghes
gables TS
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{may be smaller

or absent in
urban examples)

multi-level caves

asymmetrical lacade
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Colonial Revival (1885-1915)

Hip roof Gable dormers

Projecting cornice = —= =

1/1 sash window

Deck balustrade ‘ | . . l. , Paneled pedestals

Semi - circular portico

Pilasters ~e——-==—

; Roman lonic columns
Sidelight——_ :

Leaded sidelight
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Colonial Revival
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Craftsman (1900-1930)
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Craftsman




International (1925-present)

- Rat roof,
/’ usually withoye
. ledge (coping) I

at rool line
ne decorative

detailing at
doors or windows .._

y windows usualij_v
metzl casements
set flush with
outer walls i

smooth,
unornamented —___|
wall surface

asymmetrical facade —



International and Art Deco




CARLEI FAMILY

side-pabied

-
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shed (half-gabled}

HIPFEL FAMILY

simple

half-hipped

FLAT FAMILY
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frowr-gabled

parallel gables
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Survey Books Published 1965-1977




East Cambridge Survey
71 Winter Street (1844)

ARCHITECTURAL INVENTORY: CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 196

NV\ A 1’7-'"'35: ’_:‘ ! 'L.—‘-.M‘J.A./ o et
5 | DATE R, GIAITOR ! SIAMTER PRECE o N
ADDRESS: 7 (11 At Troct Block ] 5 ' v s -J LS Ve
g ) 320 5| | €A g A :.u.-,.J-c\-a L I 100 Gh 3 "
USE: residential commereial religious 303/ A e IA ] 4 ol | iy '1‘ Wi
T— | ¥8¥ Muwase | alees | 55 vl Ghoqae’

TYPE: single double row 2 deck 3 deck double 3d terement Apart.

STORIES: 1. 2 3 4 MATERIAL: Frome Brick  Mod. compo A 2 At Ho | Rtint Bt i00e | fald) ) teatdl
ROOF: gable front gable flonk marsord  flat  hip
PLACEMENT: namow fo street  brood to steeel square

ENTRANCE: flank  front side front center

STYLE: L.Ged. Grk.Rev. Brk=Il. Moms. Med. Q.A. C.Rev. Noneb Nong-
ORNAMENT; . |itle  moderate  elcborate v
T e ~c3

DATE: 1790 1800 10 20 30 40 50|60 70 80 90 1900 10 20 30

DEGREE OF REMODELING: drastic modefote minor  CONDITION: poor falr excel.

IMPORTANCE TO SETTING: detrimental none moderate great  |INITIALED 2 AL,
DESCRIPTION: _ (for more important structures only)
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Housing types in Northwest Cambridge

workers once slood on New Street, the oldest
surviving examples were constructed in brick
vard subdivisions in 1847-1838 At 336 Rindge
Avenur s the house of the superintendent of the
Weth vard, erected in 1848 (sev Fig, 85). Built
entitely ot brick, with a sublle gable corbel, the
house has a five-bay tacade with o sidelighted
cenler entry, a three run stair, and [ireplaces on
thwe rear wall. More Lypical. beciuse constructed
of wood, e 1895197 Sherman Sireet (1847),
built for Tohn Leary, and 206 Rindge Avenue,
buill for Jokn Callahan, and later stuccoed owver
{1549; Fig. 1011,

Modilications in the proportons of the
workers cothpe took place alter 1850, ‘These
changes produced a smaller, less expensive huild-
ing than the [ate Ficleral prototype. lhe three-
run interier stainvay was eliminated in tavor of
a sleep, straight Hight, the five-bay facade was
reduced to three, and (ireplaces were replacsd
by flue oullels tn which sfoves could be con-
sectenl, These simplified cotlages were construched
on Murdock’s and Sargents Iots in the carly
1830%, aml Jittle altered examples remain at 22
Donnell Street (18501 amd 73 Bulten  Strect
(1852; Fig, 102}, When the Race Course lols
wiere opened up in the mid-1830s, the larger
five-bay plan was used in several houses, but

Unit 3
Unit 2 Unit 2

B | B |
1 Unil 1 3N Uit o

103, Multiple Family Housing,
Schemalic Cross-Seclivas.

A, Twoe-Family;

B. Taree IXerker

104, Two-Family Houses
wn Northwest Cambricles.

102, 73 Holtan Strecl. 18562,

after 1860 the smaller three-bay plan predom-
inaled.

Beginning in the mid-1870s, warkers cot
lages were superceded by the side-hall, multiple-
bamily tenement which allowed lor a wreater
population density. Whene there was less need
to croval, however. as in newly-established
industrial areas, the oldes worken cottage tvpe
continuedf to be used late in the cenlury.
Examples are 17 Smith Place (187818741, huilr
as one ol five tenants’ houses for the Niles
Bruthers slaughterhouse, or those built near the
Hewrs clavpits at 10 amd 76 Stearns Strect in
1891 tor [ W, Fennao,

Multiple-Family
House Types
Followwsny, the Depression of the (87¥0s

major change in suburban house hpes oceurred
in Northwest Cambridge, The single Lamily
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2 N City of Cambridge
Historic Districts and
75 Neighborhood Conservation Districts

Historic Districts (M.G.L. Ch. 40C)
@ 0id Cambradge
53 Fort Washington
Neighhorhood Conservation Districts
(City Cede, Ch. 258, Arucke U
@ Avon HEl
- alf Cromn-Marsh
- Harvard Square
- AMadCam bradpe

Cambridge Historical Commission
November 2007
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Old Cambridge Historic District

Old Cambridge . -
- Historic District

Expanded 1976, 1986, 1998




24 Kelly Road (1868/1885)

2015

2013

ca. 1970



19-21 Prince Street (1881)

Before After siding removal and restoration



Many of the style drawings were copied from the publication, A Field Guide
to American Houses, by Virginia and Lee McAlester. A very good reference
to have on hand. New edition by Virginia McAlester is much bigger—very
comprehensive but possibly overwhelming to the novice.

Online resources:

Christopher Hail's Cambridge Buildings and Architects,
http://hul.harvard.edu/lib/archives/refshelf/cba/index.html. This is a good
source for construction dates and early additions and alterations.

Historic New England’s Architectural Style Guide
http://www.historichewengland.org/preservation/your-older-or-historic-
home/architectural-style-guide

Feel free to call the Historical Commission office at any time to confirm
building dates and styles or to ask regulatory questions. 617-349-4683
(main line) or 617-349-4687 (Sarah Burks).


http://hul.harvard.edu/lib/archives/refshelf/cba/index.html
http://www.historicnewengland.org/preservation/your-older-or-historic-home/architectural-style-guide

